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Hey 
You! 


I’m Jason Caplen, and I’m 
an 18-year-old student from 
Staunton Virginia, but I’m 
currently living in Dorset, 
England. I’m doing my 
second year of A Levels 
studying Drama and Theatre 
Studies, Media Studies and 
English Literature. 


I love swimming and I ama 
swimming teacher for the 
Swimming Teachers 
Association and a lifeguard 
in training right now. 


T’ve been out since I was 16 
and I am loving it, although 
it wasn’t always this good. I 
didn’t really come out to 
everyone, I was outed. I had 
told one of my closest 


friends, she was ok with it 
and told me she loved me for 
being me, not for who I’m 
attracted to and hugged me. 
Little did I know that this 
brief happy moment would 
soon be over, for around the 
corner was someone else. A 
person with whom I was not 
the best of friends. Faster 
then you could say 
supercalifragilisticexpialidocious 
(If you can say that at all) 
half of the school knew about 
me. People started coming 
up to me and asking me if it 
was true. I was mortified! 
Everyone knew something I 
had kept secret for all of my 
life, I felt as if someone had 
stolen my diary and was 
reading it aloud. The only 
thing that saved me from 
excessive bullying was that 
I was reasonably popular and 
hid behind my friends. After 
about a month people began 
to get bored of it and left me 
alone to be me. 


I waited almosta year before 
I told my mom, until I was 
comfortable enough with 
myself. She was great, as 
moms are and I’m so glad 
that she knows now, I can 


bring my boyfriend home 
and he can be my boyfriend! 


Something thatreally upsets 
me is that not many gay 
men believe in love 
anymore, “love” seems to 
have become a new way of 
saying “lets shag!”, ? ve had 


a few bad experiences with 
people like that, telling me 
that they loved me and like a 
fool I believed them. I’ve 
never wanted to sleep 
around, that’s just not me! I 
need someone who will 
always be there for me, 
someone that I can cuddle 
up to and hold at night to feel 
safe with. Anyways, now I 
think that I have found 
someone who is different. 
I’m in a relationship right 
now, month and a half and 
counting since I last got 
messed about. 


Friendship is one of the most 
important things to me; I 
don’t know where I would 
be without the love and 
support of my friends. 
THANKS to everyone for 
being there for me! 


I find it so aggravating having 
to be someone else in public, 
especially when I’m with my 


Klein Being 
Destructive! 


By Steve Townsend 
Assistant Editor 


Well it looks like old King Ralph is 
looking to stir up some trouble again 
in the realm of public health care. I 
am for one outraged that he can be so 
arrogant to say that Albertans want 
to reform health care and if we were 
faced with any opposition from the 
Federal Government that we would 
support pulling out of the Canada 
Health Act. Who does Ralph Klein 
think that he is deciding for us what 
is best? I don’t remember anyone 
asking me if I would support the 
decisions that he is making about 
our health care. Even though he is a 
conservative he is still there to 
represent all Albertans, not just the 
ones that hold PC memberships. I 
did not vote for Ralph Klein so does 
that mean that whatever I have to say 
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should go unnoticed just because I 
do not hold a PC Membership? 


Give me a break! There is no way 
that I would even consider a move as 
drastic as that. I am not about to 
trust the same guy that decided to 


deregulate our energy sectors. 
Leaving us the consumer to pay 
through the teeth, every month, for 
energy to actually come up with a 
cost effective equal opportunity 
health system. 


Universal health care is something 
to be proud of. Just take a look south 
of the border and it is easy to see 


why universal health care is so 
important. People are denied from 
medical treatment if they are not 
insured. Left to rot and die because 
they cannot afford to go to a hospital. 
A good example of the problems 
with private sector health care is the 
movie John Q, starring Denzel 
Washington. As a father who is 
thrown around the system when his 
son has problems with his heart and 
requires a heart transplant, or he will 
die but neither the government or 
his insurance company will help him. 
So he is forced to go to extreme 
measures to help his son live. If you 
haven’t seen it, watch it, because it 
will definitely make you think twice 
about private health insurance. 


This is a very important issue that 
we cannot just sit idly by and let take 
place right in front of our eyes. If you 
just sit back, I guarantee that you 
will regret it. Ralph Klein does not 
care about the people of Alberta; he 
only cares about big business. He 
deceives the people into believing 
that he is doing this so that the 
healthcare system in this province 
does not collapse upon its self. Yes 
the health system does need some 
changes, but threatening to pull out 


of the Canada Health Act is just 
ludicrous. How about finding away 
to do it that benefits us the people 
and not the private sector. lam proud 
of the fact that we as Canadians have 
a publicly run health care system. I 
will do everything in my power as a 
citizen of Alberta to stop these actions 
that they wish to take against OUR 
Health Care system. 


If you are also interested in helping 
here are a few ways that you can. 


To Contact Your MLA you can call 
toll free from anywhere in Alberta at 
310-0000 they can help you to find 
who you are looking for. 


You can contact the Minister of 
health and wellness Gary Mar 
directly at: 

323 Legislature Building 10800 - 
97 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB TSK 2B6 
Phone: 780-427-3665 

Fax: 780-415-0961 


Email: gary.mar@gov.ab.ca 


Or contact Ralph Klein at: 
Phone: 780 427-2251 
Fax: 780 427-1349 


Email:premier@goy.ab.ca 


boyfriend! Sometimes I will 
just get the urge to kiss him 
so that he knows I love him 
but if we are out and about | 
can’t do that! Well I could, 
but it would certainly be 
awkward with all the looks 
we would get from the elderly 
ladies doing their shopping. 
Although people’s views 
towards homosexuality are 
far more hospitable then they 
used to be, I still don’t feel 
comfortable doing little 
things like holding hands in 
public. 


I am a good person and I try 
not to judge anyone before I 
get to know them first 
(“Don’t judge a book by its 
cover’). Being a caring 
individual I hate to see 
anyone hurt or upset. I even 
try hard to be a good listener 
to everyone’s problems and 
even though I can’t always 
help at least they can get it 
off of their chest. 


[love writing; I’m writing 
a Trilogy at the moment, 
about to start the second 
book. It is not published 
or anything, it is just 
something that I enjoy 
doing. 


Ive got the opportunity 
to move back home to the 
States, but I don’t think 
that I will be going. My 
life is here now in England 
with all my friends, school 
and boyfriend. I’m not 
exactly sure what I’m 
going to be doing after 
my exams, but I have been 
considering studying 
Drama at University but 
that will depend on my 
grades! 


I think I have said enough 
for now! 


Thanks for reading. 
Jase 
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Let’s Hear 
From You 
Edmonton 


By Joey Gierulski 


Hello All! First, and foremost, 
I would like to start off by 
apologizing for one of my 
statements in my article last 
issue. A remark that I made 
concerning Bisexuals was off 
color, rude and demeaning. I 
regret saying such things about 
people that support our Gay 
community. So to all the 
Bisexual persons and their 
supporters I retract and 
apologize for my remark. 


Moving right along, I would 
like to thank all of those who 
wrote into me here at Times 
10, | appreciate your remarks. 
I would also like to thank the 
countless numbers of people 
who got the point I was making 
last month and approached me 
with their support. 


This month I would like to 
pose some questions to all of 
you who are reading this, What 
do you do when you want to 
go out for an evening? The 
reason why I| asked you this is 
because as of recently I had 
the pleasure of going out to 
one of Edmonton’s Gay 
nightclubs, one that I hadn’t 
been to on a Friday night for 
about a year or so. One thing 
that I noticed was that It 
seemed to be the same people, 
doing the same things at the 
same place that I had 
frequented quite some time 
ago. I don’t know really what 
to think when after a year of 
absence nothing has changed 
other than the odd person here 
and there, but really, have we 
fallen into a groove that we 


6 Times.10 Magazine, May 2004 


can’t get out of? Have we 
become so accustomed to 
these basement bars that 
have made us accustomed 
to hiding in the dark 
corner? Are we still so 
stuck in the past that we 
continue to do the same 
things night after night, 
week after week? This 
isn’t 1950 so we shouldn’t 
have to hide. 


Iam not saying it’s terrible 
to have routine, and have a 
place that you like to 
frequent. Even I have my 
place that I enjoy going to. 
What I am trying to say is, 
that after a year we cant 
even change a bit from our 
routine? 


Every once and a while I 
hear someone going off on 
a rant, “Well Toronto has 
this... Vancouver has 
that...its so nice, blah blah 
blah” That’s good forthem, 
they o had estou. «start 
somewhere to get where 
they are today. Yes on the 
same side of the token they 
idve Wa Heltyautbhatss 
significantly larger than 
OUTS andy ein eet 
presumably a larger gay 
population. But think this 
way, the Greater 
Edmonton area has a 
population of about 1.2 
million people. Lets take a 
small percentage of that, 
and say 5% are gay. 
(Statistics usually say 10%, 
but lets get real, this is 
Alberta) Anyways, that’s 
about 60,000 people who 
are gay. With that many 
people you would think 
that there would be enough 
to support what we already 
have and open a couple 
more nightclubs and 
restaurants that are gay 
owned and operated. 


At what point do we say, 
“Hey Edmonton, We’ve had 
enough of these black holes 
in the ground filled with 
cages, and greeted by metal 


bars. We are tired of being 
treated like animals.” Will 
it do us any good to ask? 
Well it might. But first I 
think it would be best to let 
certain people know what it 
is exactly what you want. 
I’m not just talking about 
nightclubs and bars and stuff 


AVAILABLE 


like that. I am talking about 
Bars, Lounges, Restaurants, 
Pool Halls, and Coffee 
Shops. Places where gay 
people can go and be 
accepted for who we are, 
places where we can go and 
feel comfortable expressing 
ourselves. 


So, now with all this being 
said, I need your response. I 
would like you to tell me 
what it is that you would do 
if you could open up your 
own gay establishment, be it 
abar oraclub, orarestaurant 
or whatever. What would 
you do? Write me at 
joey@times10.org and I will 
take all of your responses 
and compile a little 
conclusion to this question 
in the next issue of Times 10. 
In order to build this 
community we need to hear 
from everyone. 
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The 
Language 
of 

History 


By Dennis Cambly 
Managing Editor 


Are youaware that the gay 
movement started in the 
1920’s as underground 
groups during prohibition 
in the United States? Most 
likely similar groups were 
getting together here in 
Canada and Britain as well 
but we have little 
documentation. 


Most know about the Nazi 
period from 1934 to 1945, 
six years of which the entire 
planet was at war. If you did 
not know then this is a very 
brieflesson in history. I think 
that it is safe to say that 
almost everyone on this 
planet knows about the 
Holocaust, even the non- 
believers. Did you know that 
homosexuals and lesbians 
were a part of that madness 
and horror? The word gay 
did not exist in reference to 
those of our kind. The same 
as the Jews they were mass 
murdered just for being who 


they were and most of the 
world did nothing. 


As you proudly wear your 
Pink Triangle remember 
what it means to your history. 


Homosexual men were 
forced to wear a pink triangle 
and lesbians a black triangle 
during the years leading up 
to and including the Second 
World War as I mentioned 
in the second paragraph. This 
is the heritage of the gay and 
lesbian community, so 
please remember what our 
fallen brothers and sisters 
were forced to do for you. 


The period from 1945 until 
1969 were not much better 
for gays anywhere. We were 
still listed in the medical 
journals as a mental illness 
that could be cured with 


drugs. (Please read the story 
on page 19 of this issue as to 
why lesbians and gays 
celebrate Pride Week). It may 
open some eyes but I feel 
others will leave on the 
blinders and discredit our 
history. Yes, in the years 
since the gay liberation 
movement started new 
and more diverse groups 
have joined us in our 
struggle. I am happy that 
other groups have found 
solstice in our 
community and welcome 
everyone who supports 
us. I only ask that my 
history and identity not 
be marginalized by a list 
of meaningless initials. 


We have moved a very 
long way down the road 
since Stonewall with our 
rights being put in place, as 
they should, over the past 20 
years. Should the day come 
when we forget how we got 
here then those rights will 
begin to be eroded and 
possibly disappear. 


If you believe for a second 
that our community is not 
political, go back to the 
beginning, and read this over 
and over again until you get 
the point. 


Weare facing a critical point 
in Canadian history and 
politics, mostly caused by the 


mainstream media, and their 
fanatical search for 
something to say. Can you 
safely say that you stand for 
anything at all? Then ask 
yourself which government 
either Provincially or 
Federally have helped us 
open the door to some basic 
human rights that every 
other citizen takes for 
granted. Do we know what 
Harper backed up by 
Stockwell Day has in store 
for us should he gain any 
power?This is the reform 
party with a new dress! Do 
you know which leader said, 
“The state has no business 
of the bedrooms of the 
country”? You may need to 
search our Website for an 
article by Liz Massiah to the 
find the answer. 


I am a tender and caring 
person, so please tread 
softly, as you trample all 
over my identity and 
history as amember of the 
human race. 


12224 JASPER AVE 
EDMONTON 
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The 
Importance 
Of Being 
Earnest 


We need sincerity to survive 
all this 


Robert Wm Smith 
HIV Edmonton 


Oky Doky, I will admit to the 
rip off, but I couldn’t resist. 
This won’t be a Wilde-ean 
tale of love in the crazed 
pastures of Victorian breeding 
or inbreeding; this will be 
about how we create some 
strength and resolve to our 
goals and aspirations. 


Let’s start with the word 
“earnest”. My dictionary has 
two distinct meanings, “a 
serious zealous, strong and 
firm in purpose” kind of 
perspective as well as more 
legal view of “a part of the 
price paid down to bind a 
bargain” and/or “a token or 
anything that shows what is 
to come”. 


Ofcourse, the earnestness that 
I want to address is the 
strength and resolve we 
commit to the eradication of 
HIV/AIDS from our midst 
and the price we are willing to 
pay down to bind us to that 
resolve. 


As a community, we have 
been at this for a long time. 
Most of us cannot remember 
life without HIV/AIDS and 
all that it implies in our lives. 
Most of us don’t recall the 
freedom of condomless sex 
and freedom of sexual 
expression. The sexual 
expression I am talking about 
is allowing the body to 
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respond naturally to a sexual 
situation and not restricting 
the exchange of semen in our 
lovemaking. Asacommunity, 
we have had earnestness in 
the kind of pressure we have 
put on gay/bisexual/MSM to 
maintain a rigid and almost 
inhuman expectation to go 
through life without being 
fully sexual. 


Therein are the 
two definitions 
of “earnest”. 
The one an 
emda lséssis 
campaign to 
help lift the 
capacity ofmen 
to practice safer sexual 
practices, and the other the 
price we have had to put down 
to ensure maintaining the 
vigil. 


It all gets so confusing doesn’t 
it, much like Oscar Wilde’s 
depiction of the hypocrisy and 
absurdity of marriage. In his 
famous satirical play about 
the importance placed on 
appearances over real love 
attraction in the development 
of relationships during the 
Victorian era, Wilde scripts 


his characters to be oblivious © 


of anything of substance 
outside the ever-escalating 
climD saupaathes sel f= 
aggrandizing social ladder, 
similar today to the hedonist 
attitudes and activities 
attributed to many within the 
GLBTT population. 


The real issue with HIV 
transmission is the socio- 
political climate experienced 
by the gay/bisexual/MSM and 
the lack of support and 
recognition that is intrinsic to 
being. For the vast majority 
of gay/bisexual/MSM, 
contracting HIV is notan issue 
provided they live within the 
bonds they have established 
with lovers and partners and 
practicing safer sex when they 


BV 


EDMONTON 


are not. The difficulty in 
living within a commitment 
is the social value placed on 
that commitment. Presently, 
Of sd. perverses level, 
everything imaginable is 
being said and done to 
discourage earnest 
commitment between gay/ 
bisexual/MSM. 


In the exasperating debate 
about equality and 
recognition as equal partners 
in society, the GLBTT 
community finds itselfhaving 
to defend its sincerity at living 
up to social expectations. 
Being earnest doesn’t mean 
we have to accept tolerant 
attitudes in place of true 
recognition as citizens. The 
diatribe being hurled into the 
fray accuses us of not having 
the capacity to be resolute. 


Those who preach that 
GLBTT citizens should be 
classified as sexual 
abnormalities, often 
confusing sexual orientation 
with fetish, are opposing the 
United Nation’s call for a 
dialogue on the social 
inclusion of sexual diversity 
as a global obligation. Their 
claim is that any provision 
that is so “broadly defined” 
will open doors _ for 
recognition of a variety of 
sexual deviations like 
bestiality and pedophilia. In 
Canada the debate is whether 
Bill C250 the bill sponsored 
by Svend Robinson to include 
violence in all its extremes on 
the basis of sexual orientation 
within the definition of hate 
crime is in fact an attempt by 
homosexual activists to 
silence the rhetoric of the 
religious right. 


In the midst of all this there is 
an importance to being 
earnest. If we have any hope 
of keeping our heads and 
hearts above these issues we 
need to be seen to sincerely 
refute them, not with rhetoric 
but with action. The GLBTT 
ity needs to begin the 


‘yp 
«© INTERNATIONAL 


CANDLELIGHT MEMORIAL 


Thousands of communities around 


the world will come together in solidarity to light candles and 


remember those who have been impacted by HIV/AIDS. 


Lambda Christian 
Community Church (11148-84 Ave) 


Sunday May 16th 


process of defining itself. As 
awhole, itis our responsibility 
to create a profile of our 
community that doesn’t 
always conjure up the “sex” 
inhomosexuality. Our profile 
has to be about our strength 
of resolve to not let our 
capacity to love and care for 
one another be overshadowed 
by the circuit party metro- 
sexual aimlessness that has 
historically been our image. 


We need to show that 
community to the GLBTT 
population is not a perverse 
watered down version of the 
heterosexual majority. Itisin 
our best interest to put a down 
payment on our social 
contract. We need our own 
institutions, not more bars. 
Weneed health centres, social 
services, housing for our 
seniors, programs for our 
youth, education 
opportunities not afforded 
elsewhere, addiction centres, 
meeting places, sports 
organizations and literary 
groups and much more. We 
need an infrastructure that will 
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not be continually threatened 
by the pressures of bigotry 
and discrimination. We need 
our wealthy and those with 
influence to step up to the 


plate and take some 
responsibility for their 
community. We need 


governments to recognize the 
relationship between a healthy 
community and individual 
wellness and fund us 
accordingly. 


And most of all we need to be 
earnest. Ifwe don’t get serious 
about the issues that we face 
we will never really get a 
handle on disease. It is no 
accident that HIV is here. It 
has been the foreshadowing 
of much greater ills that can 
result through universal 
apathy on the part of many 
members of the GLBTT 
community. There is no doubt 
in my mind that barring a 
resurgence of Baptist morality 
we will see equality unfold 
before us. Will we be ready to 
assume the mantle? 
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erba 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association 


PRIDE 
BUSINESS 
FAIR 2004 


ERBA is proud to announce 
that the Business Fair is back 
for an encore performance 
after last year’s successful 
event. The 2004 version takes 
place on Saturday, June 19 at 
the Oliver Arena (10335 - 
119 Street) following the 
Pride Parade. The parade 
follows the same route as last 
year, commencing at 111 
Street and Jasper at about 2:00 
p.m. (tentatively), heads west 
on Jasper to 118 Street, 
terminating at the Arena. The 


Pride Committee is planning 
a Beer Garden in the Arena 
with an outdoor patio and 
food service. We have 40 
tables available on a first 
come, first served basis. Each 
8 foot table will come with 2 
folding chairs, a linen table 
cloth and linen skirting as per 
last year’s event. A limited 
number of power taps will be 
available, so don’t delay if a 
power connection is required 
for your display. We hope 
people will enjoy the 
afternoon’s events and stay 
for some food and beverages 
into the early evening. 


As aresult of some increases 
in the costs of operating this 
even, most notably insurance, 
we have increased the table 
cost by $10.00 over last year’s 
modest prices. A $25 ERBA 
membership gets you a table 
for only $70 and your 
membership must be valid and 


paid up as of June 19/04 to be 
eligible for this price. 
Memberships expiring 
between May 31/04 and June 
19/04 must be renewed on or 
before May 31/04 to be 
eligible for this price. If you 
really don’t 
membership, a table will cost 
you $110. All funds must be 
received by us NOT LATER 
THAN MAY 31/04 Please 
note that this is a public event, 
accessible by minors and 
accordingly, ERBA reserves 
the right to take all necessary 
steps to ensure that no tables 
contain displays that are 
offensive. Please consider 
taking out an ERBA 
membership. Not only does it 
lower your table cost, but it 
gives you additional benefits 
such as 
opportunities through our 
monthly mixers. AS WELL, 
FOR THOSE WHO APPLY 
BEFORE MAY 21, 2004, 


want the 


networking 


HOT TITLES 


10121-124 Street 
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you may have your business 
listed in our 2004 ERBA 
Directory of Members, which 
will be distributed at the 
Business Fair and during 
Pride Week free of charge. 
Please note the earlier 
deadline for a Directory 
listing! 


If you wish to receive more 
information, please contact 
Neil Chamney (429-2233 or 
nchamney(@telusplanet.net) 
or Bill Faulkner (422-6207). 
If you think your ERBA 
membership has expired or may 
be expired as of June 15, 2003, 
please contact Bill before you 
submit your application. The 
application form follows on the 
second page. Please don’t delay 
as we have only been able to rent 
a limited number of tables for 
this event. For further 
information about Pride Week 
2004, visit the Edmonton Pride 
Week Society’s website at 
www.prideedmonton.org 


A Trans 
View Of 
Our World 


Mickey Wilson 


The gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
trans and queer community 
as I see it is well represented 
by our Pride icon, the 
rainbow flag. Many colours, 
side-by-side creating a 
microcosm of what our 
world could be at it’s best. 
The community as it has 
grown and continues to 
grow becomes increasingly 
diverse. Diversity is about 
how “us” and “them” are 
defined, how “we” separate 
ourselves from “others” and 
how such distinctions 
impact upon our life. The 
differences are manifold - 
indeed, they include many 
possible groupings of 
“queer” folk by 
characteristics they share or 
do not share. At its core the 
discussion of diversity calls 
upon us to revisit questions 
about the skills and 
sensitivities needed for 
constructive relations 
among people who are 
different. People who have 
chosen to live in 


community: drawn together 
by a sometimes slender, 


sometimes frayed, 
sometimes invisible, 
sometimes tenuous, but 
always common thread. 


In our society trans- 
identified people havea long 
way to go. Although the 
understanding and 
acceptance of some 
individuals has helped 
smooth the way for many 
trans folk, the law, the media 
and the wider community 
treat trans people as a class 
of untouchables. In our 
community, it is too often 
not very much different. I 
am transsexual, and have 
come to realize that the 
widely held myths about 
trans folk, and the prejudices 
against us are without 
foundation. I have also seen 
that many of the difficulties 
I have faced in making my 
new life were based in low 
self-esteem because of 
internalizing the common 
perceptions of transsexuals, 
most of which are 
derogatory and false. 


Although I am a female-to- 
male transsexual andam not 
making any claim to speak 
for them, my call for 
inclusion, fair treatment and 
respect is for all those who 
identify as trans. It is my 
hope in the coming months 
tO. provide... %. “rats? 


education, information with 
regard to the gifts that trans 
folk have brought to our 
community, and to share the 
trans experience in the 
queer community. 


We belong in the Queer 
Community because we too 
are sexual dissidents. Trans 
folk like myself support and 
celebrate the advances 
gays, lesbians and bisexuals 
are making toward genuine 
rights and recognition of 
their equality as human 
beings. At the same time 
trans people like me look 
on in dismay as our 
concerns are used as the 
sacrificial bargaining chips 
of the Queer community. 
When the time comes to 
compromise, our issues are 
quickly jettisoned. The 
Queer community cannot 
credibly claim equality 
while denying it to a subset 
of their own. 


We belong in the Canadian 
community because we are 
Canadians. We have the 
same obligations as every 
other Canadian, but are still 
denied rights that other 
Canadians enjoy. Wecan’t 
claim that every trans 
person: will. enter our 
community; represent it 
well, support it fiercely and 
be assured they will stay. 


No community could make 
that claim about all its 
members with any certainty. 
And although it should not be 
necessary prove ourselves 
within the community given 
our supportive history, it will 
be much harder to win our 
entitlements while we are still 
seen as disposable, as sex- 
toys, as people who don’t 
belong. Harder still if we see 
ourselves as somehow less 
than worthy. Above all other 
considerations, we are human 
—our human rights, like yours, 
are our entitlement. 


Dichotomous models of 
sexual and gender identity are 
tyrannical, repressive and 
everywhere. Despite surface 
tolerance, we still endure the 
dichotomous model today. “ 
You’re either straight o1 
gay...Bisexuals are confused 
or undecided... You are male 
or female, you can’t be both 
or neither.” These are the hard 
cold persistent historical walls 
of sexuality and gender. They 
are perpetuated by people out 
of hatefulness, insecurity and 
subconscious fixation upon a 
timeless pecking order of 
sexual and gender identities. 
We all have way more in 
common than not, and-should 
view .. our ' ‘collective 
oppression’ as a means to 
create solidarity. 
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GLCCE 
REPORT 


Submitted by Kathy Da Silva: 
Interim Co-Chair, GLCCE 


As most of us know, the 
membership of GLCCE voted 
at their March AGM to 
dissolve the society and close 
the community centre on July 
31, 2004. Membership also 
established an interim board 
to meet with the community 
to establish a plan fora centre/ 
organization to replace 
GLCCE on August 1, 2004. 
The interim board has met 8 
times over the past month met 
with over 45 members of the 
LGBT ‘community, wat 
Edmonton City Hall on 
Monday, April 12, fora Town 
Hall Presentation and 
discussion. The board 
presented an ambitious 
conceptual business plan 
which was put together after 
input from members of the 
community viaa meeting with 


the advisory group, input from 
the general membership of 
GLCCE, and research carried 
out by the board. 


The vision for this plan is to 
provide a Multifunctional 
Resource Centre designed to 
house essential services 
related to health, education, 
human service and social 
needs of the LGBT (lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transsexual) 
community and their families, 
friends and allies in 
Edmonton. 


The goal for this plan is to 
integrate LGBT  self- 
governance with supports 
from various levels of 
government along with 
guidance from existing 
corporate and human services 
sector leaders, to most 
efficiently achieve objectives 
to provide quality services to 
its identified minority 
(>60,000) community and the 
greater Edmonton community 
at large. 
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The plan involves the 
establishment of one umbrella 
organization whose 
responsibilities are to oversee 
the functioning of 4 
corporations, each of these 
addressing specific needs 
identified as important by our 
community. The working 
name suggested by the board 
for the umbrella organization 
as the planning proceeds is 
Pride Centre of Edmonton. 


Pride Health and Human 
Services Clinic, Pride 
Education and Career 
Services, Pride. Cultural 
Services and Pride, the 
Charity are the working titles 
of the 4 corporations that the 
board would like to establish 
to address the specific needs 
identified as significant to the 
community. 


A brief overview of the 
purpose for each corporation 
follows: 


Pride Health and Human 
Services Clinic: A facility 
staffed by MD’s, Psychiatrist, 


Marlon 


icttards. 


° 


RN’s, Clinical Psychologist, 
Social Worker, other Allied 
Health Professionals and 
medical receptionists to meet 
the professional health needs 
of the LGBT community and 
there families to be co- 
supported by volunteer run 
self-help groups, peer- 
counselling, focus groups and 
mentoring programs as 
appropriate (many are which 
currently in place and 
functioning well in the diverse 
subgroups of the LGBT 
community). An important 
task of the Health team will 
be to advocate on behalf of 
LGBT members accessing 
Hospital/Institutional 
services, homecare, palliative 
care, eldercare and criminal 
justice to ensure they are 
treated appropriately and 
caregivers in those settings 
are provided necessary 
instruction. The clinic will 
follow a not-for-profit format 
and any funds earned beyond 
operating and expansion of 
services costs to be made 
available to projects outside 


Purveyor of fine flowers. 


Calgary * 2101 - 4th Street S.W. » (403) 228-6335 
Edmonton * 12325 - 102 Avenue « (780) 488-4359 


www.marlowandrichards.com 
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the scope of the clinic through 
Pride Charities. 


Pride Education and Career 
Services: Continuing and 
expanding current educational 
programs and events related 
to LGBT issues in classrooms, 
campuses, religious 
institutions, in the workplace 
and community. Job readiness 
and mentorship programs will 
be more fully developed. The 
current LGBT Resource 
Library will continue to 
expand and an art gallery/ 
cultural archives will be 
developed. Science and 
research projects will be 
housed in the education wing. 
Under this sector of the 
organization will fall much of 
the volunteer development 
and management related to 
community events 
(fundraising) along with a 
community calendar of events 
(i.e.: website and poster 
boards) and networking 
registries. Special focus will 
be given to the thriving Youth 
Understanding Youth, and 
youth service organization 
outreach programs. Health 
related education will utilize 
skills, human resources and 
products from of both the 
education volunteers and 
Health clinic professionals. 
Under this umbrella, projects 
will be developed and 
implemented using project 
specific grants from Pride, the 
Charity and other funding 
agencies. 


Pride Cultural Services: 
Designed to incorporate long- 
term financial stability for the 
overall organization and 
house under one roof retail 
and recreational services 
identified as important to 
Edmonton LBGT individuals. 
A comfy casual smoke/ 
alcohol free sitting area for 
mingling/networking will be 
surrounded by businesses 
offered by LGBT 


entrepreneurs (employees and 
allies) sucha bookstore, snack 
and coffee vender, lawyer/ 
criminal justice & paralegal 
services, hair & aesthetics, 
clothing store, music store, 
small group movie/video 
games room, tax/accountant, 
Justice of the Peace, card/ 
flower shop, and other 
conveniences. Royalties from 
these user-paid services will 
be made available to Pride, 
the Charity. 


Pride, the Charity: This is the 
fundraising vehicle, 
stimulating and motivating 
through charitable events and 
campaigns to bring awareness 
to the community at large and 
finance programs in house, 
providing donors with tax 
receipts. 


Yes, this is an ambitious plan! 
lis is, notesct™ in™ stone: 
Consultation will continue. 
Buy in is increasing across 
the community as evidenced 
by comments in the discussion 
after the town hall yesterday 
and written comments 
collected via a comment sheet 
distributed at the end of the 
session. All of the chosen 
names have been nuanced and 
registered temporarily to hold 
them for 90 days. The board 
is encouraging members of 
the community to provide 
input via the GLCCE web site 
and get involved by coming 
to the next advisory meeting 
scheduled for 2 pm on April 
24, at GLCCE. Our next step 
is setting in place the mortar 
and bricks of these 
corporations to ensure 
success. This means going 
after federal, provincial and 
municipal dollars, some of 
which have already been set 
aside for projects concerning 
the health and well being of 
LGBT individuals across 
Canada. This money does 
exist and is substantial. The 


board will take responsibility 
for securing such funding. 
Finding an appropriate 
building to house the four 
corporations is also an 
essential step. The board will 
pursue this within days of 
obtaining papers approving 
the Charity and the other 3 
corporations. 


It appears that the issue of 
the name, though a minor 
detail in comparison to the 
complexity of the plan and 
its overall implementation, is 
stirring the greatest debate 
among community members 
at this time. The board 
established a 3-member sub- 
committee at the last advisory 
meeting to come up with 3 
names for the interim board. 
Only one name_ was 
presented. The _ board 
discussed the name presented 
and decided it would not be 
suitable for several reasons. 
If the issue of the names of 
the corporations sparks your 
enthusiasm, come to the next 
advisory. We will set aside a 
specific amount of time for 
discussion. The board will 
then take that discussion into 
consideration in our board 
meeting following the 
advisory meeting, and then a 
final decision as to whether 
the current names stay or are 
changed will be made. 


If you would like to be kept 
up to date with developments 
please stay in touch with the 
GLCCE web site at http:// 
www. freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/ 
glcce/ this site can be 
accessed through any search 
engine by simply typing in 
glcce. 


These are significant times 
for the LGBT community in 
Edmonton and _ indeed 
Alberta. Those at the Town 
hall commented in 
amazement on the amount of 


progress made by the interim 
board over the past month. 
There: are those inthe 
community who would like to 
see the consultation process 
take several more months. The 
overall consensus from the 
group at the Town Hall was 
that the interim board should 
proceed, propelled by the 
momentum and enthusiasm 
that is clearly evident in the 
community and among board 
members at this point. We live 
in a culture of immediacy. 
People want action not ideas. 
The board intends to continue 
listening to the wishes of the 
community in a myriad of 
ways and at the same time 
implement the plan with 
whatever modifications 
appear necessary. We care 
about ensuring that the voices 
of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
and Trans community are 
heard. This is not time for 
divisive thinking but rather 
time for a collective vision 
that has as it’s core the 
promotion of the health and 
well being of all of us. 

Those of you interested in 
learning more about the town 
hall are asked to click on the 
hyperlink in the web site to 
the Town Hall Power Point 
presentation. A list of 
comments from those at the 
Town Hall will also be 
accessible through the 
GLCCE web site as well. Stay 
in. touch!.as the. GLB 
community creates history in 
Edmonton! Centre hours are 


being maintained and 
volunteers are always 
appreciated to ensure 


provision of present services 
continue in the interim! Please 
contact us if you would like to 
help out! Special thanks to 
those of you who turned out to 
give us input at the Town Hall! 
The board would like to 
express appreciation to 
Edmonton City Councilor, 
Michael Phair for arranging 
the use of the Heritage Room 
at Edmonton City Hall for the 


first Town Hall. 
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Coronation 
2004 


With only 1 month left until 
our Coronation Ball, 
Campaigning for the 
positions of Emperor & 
Empress XXIX has begun. 
This year we have | Candidate 
for Empress, Sticky Vicky. 
Those of us that know her, 
know the hard work she puts 
into her fundraising 
endeavors. I encourage 
everyone to show Vicky your 
support by attending 
campaign shows throughout 
May, and, because there is 
only | candidate, it will be a 
yes or no vote. You can show 
your support by voting at the 
Ball itself on June 5" at the 
Freemasons Hall, 10308 
100ave. 6pm. Voting is open 
to residents of Alberta from 
Red Deer, north. Photo ID is 
required. 


Private Members Club / 10345-104 St, / 426-3150 


Ball week kicks off with a 
“Ball Fever” show at Prism 
on May 29". Thursday, June 
3" is the “In Town Show” at 
the Roost, 10pm featuring 
some of the 
best drag 
entertainers 
our city has 
LOCOlfer eli 
that isn’t 
oD onmern:, 
Friday June 
4" will see 
the “Out of 
To Ww nD 
Show” at 
Boots, 9pm. 
Wire teas ti 
representatives 
from at least 7 cities already 
confirmed, it is sure to be a 
show not to miss. 

The Ball itself, Coronation 
XXIX “Egyptian Queens on 
Safari” will take place on 
Saturday June 5 at the 
Freemasons Hall. Tickets are 


The Weakes# Link 


A Truly Nasty, 
Fun Filled Show! 
Apr. 22 & 29 
May 13 & 27 
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News From the Court 


$25.00, doors open at 5pm. 
This will be another night of 
fabulous entertainment and 
glamour at it’s finest, 
Honoring our out going 
Monarchs, 
Emperor 
Regent, Rob 
BigOnion 
and Empress 
iA VI Lae 
Oprah, and 
the entire 28" 
house on 
ie ne es he 8 
accomplishments 
in the last 9 
months. We 
will also see 
t h e 
Coronation of our newest 
Monarch(s). 

There will be a victory 
brunch and party on Sunday, 
June 6" at Prism, 12pm. 
Our meet and greets will take 
place Friday, June 4" at 
Boots, 4pm, and Prism will 


be hosting Protocol on 
Saturday, June 5" 1 lam-2pm. 
If you would like to have your 
business or organization 
represented at the Ball, this is 
where you need to do it. 


The Garage Burger bar will 
also be having a special 
Coronation menu brunch on 
June 5", 1lam-2pm. 


I would like to congratulate 
Rob and Oprah on their 
successes, and I look forward 
to a brand new court year 
ahead. 


On behalf of the Imperial 
Sovereign Court of the Wild 
Rose, 
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It’s Your 
Money 


By Laurie Blakeman 


The Spring Session of the Alberta 
Legislature started with my 
colleagues and [| in the Liberal 
Opposition calling for the Klein 
cabinet to release details on their 
travel and hosting expenses. It 
looks like we'll end the spring 
session with some success but 
not all the details. 


Why is this important? Because 
they are spending your money 
and refusing to account for it. 
Since the last election in 2001, 
Government ministers and MLAs 
have taken 129 out-of-province 
trips. We don’t know the total 
cost because in 26 cases they have 
not provided any details and in 80 
cases they didn’t’ even bother to 
post the itineraries on their 
websites as they had previously 
promised. 


Premier Klein may like people to 
think he still is just a regular guy, 
drinking beer at the St. Louis hotel 


in Calgary, but he has also described 
himself as CEO of a 22 billion 
dollar business. And let me tell 
you, he spends like the CEO of a 
$22 billion company when he’s 
traveling. What is important here is 
that he is Premier, not CEO and the 


company is our province and the 
money is yours. 


This is not to say that politicians 
should stay at Motel 6 and take the 
bus everywhere they go. Sometimes 
it is cheaper to stay in a more 
expensive hotel nearer to where one 
is doing business and save on the 
cab fares and travel time. Alberta 
government politicians need to be 


prudent and mindful that they are 
spending someone else’s money. 


The Official Opposition has tried 
to get information through Freedom 
of Information but guess what — 
Klein’s cabinet specifically 
excluded themselves from that 
legislation. One of the few in 
Canada to do that! Then we asked 
questions in Question Period but 
were told to ask them as a Written 
Question or Motion for Return (a 
parliamentary procedure for 
getting detailed information). 
We’ ve done that and are currently 
working our way through over 200 
such questions each Monday 
during Private Members business. 
Each time government tries to 
change the information required 
and provide less detail, grouped 
together so it is harder to find and 
understand. 


We also listed the questions in a 
letter to Premier Klein. He hasn’t 
bothered to even reply to the letter. 


The Alberta government should be 
able to provide personal travel and 
hosting expense records that are 
detailed, publicly accessible and 
released in a timely manner. The 
federal government has shown the 
way by having their Cabinet 
members (and their staff!) list 
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Tuesdays! 


'HOT BUTT 
CONTEST 


Show Us Your Ass! 
We'll Give You 
Some Cash! 


All Molson Products 
$3.50 8:12am 


Private Members Club / 10345-104 St. / 426-3150 


expenses on a website every three 
months. Information includes the 
purpose for spending the money, 
how many people were in attendance 
at a function, the date and place. 


All this work has had some pay-off. 
The Premier has agreed to come to 
the Public Accounts Committee to 
answer questions on his spending 
and he has agreed to put some 
process in place for publicly 
accounting for travel and hosting 
spending. We will see whether he 
actually answers the questions in 
Public Accounts or merely ducks 
them again and whether we get a 
level of detail from his new process 
that makes politicians accountable 
for spending your money. 


I expect to be in session until the 
week of May 17". Why not come 
down and visit while we are in 
session? Contact Penny at my office 
(414-0743) to arrange a security 
pass. Question Period if every 
Monday through Thursday at 
1:30pm. But you can come and 
watch debate any afternoon (2:45 — 
5:30) or evening (8:00 on), just call 
Penny for details. 

Laurie Blakeman MLA 
Edmonton-Centre 


1 
i 


Website www.laurieblak 
Email: 
blakeman@laurieblakeman.com 
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Why You 
Celebrate 
Pride 
Week 


From Wikipedia 


The Stonewall riots were a 
series of violent conflicts 
between homosexuals and 
police officers in New York 
City. The riot began on 
Friday, June 27, 1969 
outside the Stonewall Inn, a 
gay hangout in Greenwich 
Village. “Stonewall”, as it is 
often called, is considered 
the start of the modern gay 
rights movement in the U.S. 
and worldwide. It was the 
first time any significant 
body of gays resisted arrest. 


History 


Prior to Stonewall, police 
raids on gay bars and 
nightclubs were a regular 
part of gay life in cities across 
the United States. 
Commonly the police would 
record the identities of all 
those present, which would 
be subsequently published 
in the newspaper, then load 
up their police van with as 
many gays as it would hold. 
Kissing, holding hands, or 
even being ina gay bar at all 
were used as grounds for 
arrest on indecency charges 
at that time. 


The Stonewall raid 


The Stonewall raid started 
out just like any other raid 
on a gay bar. Seven 
plainclothes policemen 
entered the bar along with 


one uniformed policeman, 
allegedly to investigate 
improprieties in the liquor 
license. They cleared the 
bar, whose clientele 
remained on the sidewalk 
and street outside. 


Some of the people outside 
the bar that night began to 
toss coins at the police, 
making fun of the system in 
which regular raids were a 
part of extorting payoffs 
from the bar owners. The 


Either way, at some point 
the situation took a dramatic 
turn for the worse, and the 
police began beating people 
who resisted with their 
nightsticks. Several were 
sent to the hospital, and one 
teenage boy lost two fingers 
after police slammed his 
hand in a car door. 


The crowd started throwing 
rocks and bottles rather than 
coins. The police took 
refuge inside the Inn, which 
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the police to look the other 
way. 


Details about what 
happened next vary from 
story to story. The situation 
quickly got out of control, 
as there were 400 gay people 
outside of the bar, milling 
around, so the stories are 
confused and sometimes 
contradictory. One story 
says the situation escalated 
when a drag queen stood in 
the doorway and defied the 
police. Another says a butch 
lesbian started it. Others 
suggest that tensions were 
heightened amongst gays at 
the time because the beloved 
star Judy Garland had died 
five days earlier contributing 
to the anger at the scene. 


He says effeminate men 
were singled out for special 
treatment. 


While the police were 
inside, someone sprayed 
lighter fluid through the door 
and attempted to light it. The 
crowd used a parking meter 
as abattering ram. All across 
the district, residents, many 
of whom were gay, rushed 
to the scene and the crowd 
swelled. They began to 
chant “Gay Power!” 


The police sent additional 
forces in the form of the 
Tactical Patrol Force, ariot- 
control squad originally 
trained to counter anti- 
Vietnam War protesters. 
However, they were 


completely unsuccessful at 
breaking up the crowd, who 
sprayed them with rocks and 
other projectiles. At one point 
they were presented with a 
chorus line of mocking 
queens, singing: 


We are the Stonewall girls 
We wear our hair in curls 
We wear no underwear 
We show our pubic hair 
We wear our dungarees 
Above our nelly knees! 


Eventually the scene quieted 
down, but the crowd returned 
again the next night. Anger 
and outrage against the way 
police had treated gay people 
for decades previously burst 
to the surface. Leaflets were 
handed out saying, “Get the 
Mafia and cops out of gay 
bars!” Protests continued 
every night for the next five 
days. 

Legacy 

The .forces that» were 
simmering before the riots 
were now no longer beneath 
the surface. The legacy of the 
days of rioting includes the 
organizations that came out 
of it. Within the next year. 
the Gay Liberation Front was 
formed, as well as similar 
organizations in countries 
around the world including 
Canada, France, Britain. 
Germany, Belgium, The 
Netherlands, Australia and 
New Zealand. 


The month of June sees gay 
pride celebrations around the 
world, and the New York City 
Gay Pride March is held on 
the last Sunday of June, in 
honor of Stonewall. 


For more information on yout 
history you can find many 
great books to read at 
gayhistory.com. 
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GAY BOYS. 


Four men went golfing together one 
day; three headed to the first tee and one 
went into the clubhouse to take care of 
the bill. The three men started talking, 
bragging about their sons. The first man 
told the others, “My son isa home builder 
and he’s so successful that he gave a 
friend anew home - for free.” the second 
man said, “My son was a car salesman 
and now he owns a multi-line dealership. 
He’s so successful that he gave a friend 
two Cadillac’s.” The third man, not 
wanting to be outdone bragged, “My 
son is a stock broker and he’s doing so 
well that he gave his friend an entire 
stock portfolio.” The fourth man joined 
them on the tee after a few minutes of 
taking care of business. The first man 
mentioned, “We were just talking about 
our sons. How is yours doing?” The 
fourth man replied, “Well, my son is 
gay. I’m not totally thrilled about it, but 
he must be good. His last three boyfriends 
gave him a house, two cars, and a stock 
portfolio.” 


Smartest Dog In The World 


As a butcher is shooing a dog from his 
shop, he sees $10 and a note in his 
mouth, reading: “10 lamb chops, please.” 
Amazed, he takes the money, puts a bag 
of chops in the dog’s mouth, and quickly 
closes the shop. He follows the dog and 
watches him wait for a green light, look 
both ways, and trot across the road to a 
bus stop. The dog checks the timetable 
and sits on the bench. Whena bus arrives, 
he walks around to the front and looks at 
the number, then boards the bus. The 
butcher follows, dumbstruck. As the 
bus travels out into the suburbs, the dog 
takes in the scenery. After awhile he 
stands on his back paws to push the 
“stop” button, then the butcher follows 
him off. The dog runs up to a house and 
drops his bag on the stoop. He goes back 
down the path, takes a big run, and 
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Jokes & Laffs! 


Brought to you By Steven Townsend 


And the Letter 'D" 


throws himself -Wham! Against the 
door. He does this again and again. No 
answer. So he jumps on a wall, walks 
around the garden, beats his head against 
a window, jumps off, and waits at the 
front door. A big guy opens it and starts 
cursing and pummelling the dog. The 
butcher runs up screams at the guy: 
“What the hell are you doing? This 
dog’s a genius!” The owner responds, 
“Genius, my ass. It’s the second time 
this week he’s forgotten his key!” 


Old Age 


There was a man who really took care of 
his body. One day he took a look in the 
mirror and noticed that he was tan all 
over except for his penis. So he decided 
to do something about it. He went to the 
beach and got completely undressed 
and buried himself in the sand, except 
for his penis, which he left sticking out. 
Two old Men were strolling along the 
beach, one using a cane. Upon seeing 
the thing sticking up out of the sand, he 
began to move it around with his cane, 
remarking to the other guy, “there is no 
justice in this world.’’ The other guy 
asked what he meant. “Well, when I was 
20, I was curious about it. When I was 
30, I enjoyed it. When I was 40, I asked 
for it. When I was 50, I paid for it. When 
I was 60, I prayed for it. When I was 70, 
I forgot all about it. Now I’m 80 and the 
damn things are growing wild and I’m 
too old to squat!” 


Movie Magic 


Two junior co-eds went to the movies 
one night. After 15 minutes passed one 
girl leaned over and whispered to her 
friend, “What should I do? The guy 
sitting next to me is masturbating.” Her 
friend replied, “Don’t do anything. Just 
ignore it.” The first girl said, “I can’t.” 
Her friend, “Why can’t you ignore it?” 
The first one says, “Because he’s using 
my hand! 


Walls of Wonder 


A hutterite boy and his father were 
visiting anearby mall. They were amazed 
by almost everything they saw, but 
especially by two shiny silver walls that 
moved apart and back together again by 
themselves. The lad asked, “What is 
this, father?” The father (having never 
seen an elevator) responded, “I have no 
idea what it is.”” While the boy and his 
father were watching wide-eyed, an old 
lady in a wheelchair rolled up to the 
moving walls and pressed a button. The 
walls opened and the lady rolled between 
them into a small room. The walls closed 
and the boy and his father watched as 
small circles lit up above the walls. The 
walls opened up again and a beautiful 
twenty-four-year-old woman stepped 
out. The father looked at his son 
anxiously and said, “Go get your 
mother.” 


The Frog And The Programmer 


A programmer was crossing a road one 
day when a frog called out to him and 
said, “If you kiss me, I'll turn into a 
beautiful princess.” He bent over, picked 
up the frog and put it in his pocket. The 
frog spoke up again and said, “If you 
kiss me and turn me back into a beautiful 
princess, I will stay with you for one 
week.” The programmer took the frog 
out ofhis pocket, smiled at itand returned 
it to the pocket. The frog then cried out, 
“If you kiss me and turn me back into a 
princess, I'll stay with you and do 
anything you want.” Again the 
programmer took the frog out, smiled at 
itand put it back into his pocket. Finally, 
the frog asked, “What is the matter? I’ve 
told you I’m a beautiful princess that Pll 
stay with you fora week and do anything 
you want. Why won’tyoukiss me?” The 
programmer said, “Look, I’m a 
programmer. I don’t have time for a 


girlfriend — but a talking 
frog, now that’s cool.” 


Mystery Theatre 


A mystery-lover takes his 
place in the theatre for 
opening night, but his seat 
is way back in the theatre, 
far from the stage. The man 
calls an usher over and 
whispers, “I just love a good 
mystery, and I have been 
anxiously anticipating the 
opening of this play. 
However, in order to 
carefully follow the clues 
and fully enjoy the play, I 
have to watch a mystery 
closeup. Look how far away 
I am! If you can get me a 
better seat, Pll give you a 
handsome tip.’’ The usher 
nods and says he will be 
back shortly. Looking 
forward to a large tip, the 
usher speaks with his co- 
workers in the box office, 
hoping to find some closer 
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tickets. With just three 
minutes left until curtain, 
he finds an unused ticket at 
the Will Call window and 
snatches it up. Returning to 
the man in the back of the 
theatre, he whispers, 
“follow me.’’ The usher 
leads the man down to the 
second row, and proudly 
points out the empty seat 
right in the middle. ‘’ Thanks 
sO “much} “says the 
theatregoer, “this seat is 
perfect.’’ He then hands the 
usher a quarter. The usher 
looks down at the quarter, 
leans over and whispers, 
“the butler did it in the 


parlour with the 
candlestick.”’ 

Not So Funny Now! 

A motorist was 


unknowingly caught in an 


automated speed trap that 
measured his speed using 
radar and photographed 
his car. 

He later received in the 
mail a ticket for $40, anda 
photo of his car. 

Instead of payment, he sent 
the police department a 
photograph of $40. 
Several days later, he 
received a letter from the 
police department that 
contained another picture 
- of handcuffs. 


Yeah Right 


A blonde’s redhead friend 
decides to show her a neat 
way to trick people — you 
put your hand on a wall 
and ask someone to punch 
it. But before they do, you 
pull your hand away! “That 
is a neat trick,” thinks the 
biondes ands tries 
desperately to remember 


it, but isn’t all too successful. 
Despite this, she decides to 
try itout on her blonde friend. 
“Okay,” she says, “I’m going 
to put my hand in front of my 
FaCe a 


Bill gates and GM 


Bill Gates is hanging out with 
the chairman of General 
Motors. “If automotive 
technology had kept pace with 
computer technology over the 
past few decades,” boasts 
Gates, “you would now be 
driving a V-32 instead ofa V- 
8, and it would have a top 
speed of 10,000 miles per 
hour. Or, you could have an 
economy car that weighs 30 
pounds and gets a thousand 
miles to a gallon of gas. In 
either case, the sticker price 
of a new car would be less 
than $50.” “Sure,” says the 
GM chairman. “But would 
you really want to drive a car 
that crashes four times a day?” 
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Taking a 
Risk on 
Love 


1 Corinthians 13: 1-13 & 
Luke 4: 21-30 


When you are finished 
reading this you might say 
that none of the readers of 
this magazine needed to hear 
this. Well, I am not so sure. 
Internalized homophobia and 
transphobia are the deadliest 
disease our community faces. 
And they have devastating 
effects. And their effects on 
people’s sense of self and 
their ability to love are even 
more devastating. And it 
speaks some truths to all of 
us. And to broaden the lesson, 
I invite you to use the words 
that name whatever group of 
people you struggle with 
whether they are defined by 
race, gender, belief or action. 


Some of you are probably 
thinking at this point, “What 
on earth has this got to do 
with church or faith.” Bear 
with me. I’mnot talking about 
homosexuality or 
transgenderism themselves. 
I’m talking about how we 
think about people and how 
we treat people, and about 
what happens when we are 
challenged to rethink our 
categories of who. is 
acceptable and who is not. 
And those things are things 
about which faith and the 
church should have a lot to 
say. Specifically, I want to 
offer you the case for thinking 
that it is okay to live with 
inclusion in our community 
or your family of faith even if 
you think it’s wrong. I want 
to argue that if absolute 
certainty on the issue is not 
available to us, then it may 
actually be safer to risk being 


wrong in this direction than 
in the other direction. 


The passage under the title is 
from Paul’s first letter to the 
church in Corinth and it. is 
one of the Bible’s top ten best- 
known passages. “Love is 
patient, love is kind.” You’ve 
probably heard it read most 
often at weddings. And 
hearing it most often at 
weddings can distort it a bit 
for us so that we begin to 
think about it as being mainly 
about the nature of love 
between two _ people 
committed to each other in 
relationship. But actually it is 
intended more, ‘as: a 
commentary on Jesus’ 
command to love one other, 
even your enemies. It speaks 
more about our attitudes 
toward one another and our 
treatment of one another in 
community. How do we each 
other and everyone else? 


And I want to draw your 
attention for a moment to two 
things this well known 
passage has to say. I’m going 
to take them in reverse order, 
so the first comes towards the 
end. “For now we see in a 
mirror, dimly, but then we 
will see face to face.” Paul is 
talking about our ability, or 
our inability, to know things 
with certainty, and to know 
for sure what God is about or 
what is in the mind of God. 
He’s saying, “Remember, you 
don’thavea very clear picture. 
You can’t know for sure.” 
Now you might be thinking 
that I’m overstating things a 
bit. When you look ina mirror, 
the picture seems just as clear 
as when you look directly at 
someone. But this was written 
several hundred years before 
the invention of clear glass. 
Glass already existed, but 
coloured glass came before 
clear glass. It took a long time 
before craftsmen and science 
worked out how to remove 
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the impurities, which cause 
the colours. So the mirrors 
that Paul knew were either 
made of coloured glass or 
polished metal. You know 
those mirrors you sometimes 
find in public toilets that are 
just a sheet of polished 
stainless steel. That sort of 
inadequate blurry image is 
more likely what Paul has in 
mind. “Now we see in a 
mirror, dimly.” So Paul is 
reminding us that our lives 
need to be conducted with 
the humility of knowing that 
we don’t have all the answers. 
Much remains unclear. So 
many of the steps we take in 
life are taken into the 
unknown and uncertain 
future. They are committed 
actions based on promise and 
hope, not on certainty. 

Sol would argue that we must 
start with the possibility that 
there are things we do not 
know with any certainty. 
Therefore we must proceed 
carefully, and with all the 


skills of discernment we can 
muster. And above all, 
because we are called to love 
everybody, regardless of what 
we might think about who 
they say they are, we must 
proceed with love. 


Which brings us to the second 
thing: the things Paul says 
about the nature of love. 
Among other things, “Love is 
patient; love is kind; love is 
not envious or boastful or 
arrogant or rude.” The fact 
that Paul says love is not 
arrogant links back to what 
we have just been saying. I 
know a lot more than I should 
about what it is like to be 
arrogant. Arrogance is the 
opposite of humility. To be 
arrogant is to always presume 
that you are right and that 
others are wrong without even 
needing to stop and listen to 
what they have to say. 
Arrogance, if it accepts the 
dim mirror statement at all, 
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assumes tat 1 sul see more 
clearly than everyone else. 


“Love does not insist on its 
own way... It bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things.” This 
follows on and challenges us 
to a particular stance when 
dealing with people who are 
different from ourselves. It 
could be the biblical mandate 
for giving people the benefit 
of the doubt. Don’t insist on 
your own way, give others the 
benefit of the doubt that their 
way may also be acceptable. 
Love bears all things and 
endures all things - put up with 
the differences and with the 
discomfort those differences 
cause you. Better to endure the 
discomfort than to violate the 
call to love. 


Love believes all things - be 
willing to hear how others 
describe their experience of 
themselves, their lives , their 
love, their sense of belonging 
and even if it doesn’t fit your 
understanding, take the risk of 
believing them. If someone is 
saying that accepting 
themselves, accepting who 
they are instead of fighting it, 
that belonging to a community 
as diverse as our has somehow 
set them free, let them know 
increased wholeness, helped 
them love others and led them 
into a deeper experience of 
grace, a fuller life, perhaps 
we’d better have the love and 
humility to believe them. I’m 
not suggesting that we 


uncritically believe everything 


anyone tells us. Even if none 
of it fits our understanding, 
something good seems to be 
happening in people’s lives, 
so we'd better believe it and 
sort out our understanding and 
our differences later. Love 
believes all things. 


Love hopes all things, love 
continues to hope that we will 
have the grace to include 
people who we may still be 
struggling to understand and 
accept. Most of us are hoping 
this for ourselves, because 
most of us know things about 
ourselves that sometimes 
cause us to fear that love and 
mercy might not extend as far 
as us. Fear causes us to hope 
that for ourselves; but only 
love and care can cause us to 
hope it for others.. 

Sounless I have done violence 
to the intent of this passage, 
Paul’s treatise on love already 
gives us grounds to think that, 
no matter how different 
someone is from us, our 
behaviour should be 
characterized by love, non- 
judgmental attitudes, gracious 
hospitality, a willingness to 
listen and learn from their 
experience and perspectives 
and the humility to allow 
inclusion and belonging. 


If you’ve got to choose 
between taking a risk on love 
or taking a risk on judgment, 
take arisk on love. Asa leader 
in the church and a member of 
this rich community, I would 
rather be responsible for 
having encouraged people in 


a direction of being too 
welcoming. I am a lot more 
confident in God’s 
willingness to stand on the 
side of the extravagantly 
generous than I am in the 
likelihood of God’s support 
of those who have, by their 
zealous exclusion of others, 
caused pain or propagated 
oppression. As Martin Luther 
said, this I believe; here | 
stand; I can do no other. 
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Edmonton, Alberta 
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Persons Living with HIV Society Voice/TTY: 488 5768 
c Fax: 424-4561 
Dedicaxed to providing emotional, spiritual and psychological support to those living witht Hi Toll Free: 1-877-975-9448 


Email: livepos@telusplanet.net 
Charitable # 13672-0612 


Living Positive: Edmonton Persons Living with HIV Society is currently 
recruiting volunteer board members who are willing to contribute their 
skills and time to the organization. The board meets monthly to provide 
continued support, direction and leadership. People affected by HIV are 
encouraged to apply. 


Living Positive mission statement “To provide, for persons living with HIV 
infection, nurturing, supportive environments, in which to develop positive 
attitudes and self-images.” 


Living Positive seeks board members who are able to commit to a two- 
year term. Interested individuals are invited to submit a resume and 
expression of interest to: 


Brett Fraser, Board Chair 
Living Positive 

#100 10550 — 102 Street 
Edmonton, AB., T5H 2T3 

Fax: 424 - 4561 

Email: lpadmin@telusplanet.net 


New Board Members will be elected at Living.Positive’s AGM on May 29, 
2004. 
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Synopsis: 


0 Debt... 


AFitea by Keeystet KRASTE 


The Debt tells the story of 
two entrepreneurs who 
become enmeshed in the 
criminal web of a Russian 
mafia syndicate. In capitalist 
Warsaw, Adam and Stefan are 
aspiring businessmen who 
plan to import Italian scooters 
in order to take advantage of 
an open transportation 
market. They lack the 
collateral necessary for a 
bank loan, but soon receive 
aid from a _ Russian 
acquaintance, Gerard. 
Quickly, the deal turns sour, 
and they find themselves in 
an increasingly hostile 
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situation, blackmailed by the 
powerful thug. Characters are 
forced to re-evaluate their 
lives and find out who is truly 
capable under fire. The story 
slowly builds in pressure with 
each elevating confrontation 
until it snaps in a brutal finale 
of bloodshed and violence. 


Cast: 

Robert Gonera, Jacek 
Borcuch, Andrzej Chyra 
Awards and _ Festival 
Screenings: 

Polish Film Awards 

Best Actor (Robert Gonera) 
Best Director (Krzysztof 
Krauze) 

Best Film (Juliusz Machulsk1) 
Best Screenplay (Krzysztof 
Krauze) (Jerzy Morawsk1) 
Best Supporting Actor 
(Andrzej Chyra) 


DVD/VHS: 


Distributor: TLA Releasing 
Running Time: 106 min 
Format, Sound: Widescreen, 
Color, Stereo. 

Language: Polish, English 
Subtitles. 

Street Date: April 20, 2004 


Synopsis: 


Politically incorrect and 
offensively funny, this satire 
employs the most outrageous 
clichés and_ hilarious 
stereotypes as it follows two 


straight Irish lads as they 
fellate their way in search of 
a rumored stash of money. 


Irishman Kenny (Glenn 
Mulhern) joins best friend 
Byron (Brendan Mackey) in 
London in search of 
“legitimate, lucrative work” 
and soon the two young men 
are turning tricks at the local 
gay bar, servicing queers and 
UFO’s, or ugly fat old men, 
to subsidize their alcohol 
consumption. 


Soon the Queen, a local gay 
legend known for the size of 
his appendage, is dead, and 
rumors start about his lover, 
an Orthodox Jew, a hidden 
stash of money and the 
“Really Hard Red Bull Test.” 
Scheming to get their hands 
on the loot, the Irish duo 


embarks on a journey that 
leads to a series of far-fetched 
comic deaths involving “The 
Desperate Dwarf,” “Dick 
Cheese Deepak” and “The 
Three West African 
Brothers.” Along the way, the 
two young men _ start 
questioning their own 
sexuality and if there really 
might be love without money. 


Cast: 

Glenn Mulhern; other credits: 
Mike Bassett: England 
Manager, Stray Bullet 
Brendan Mackey; other 
credits: H3, Boxed, Touching 
the Void 

Steven Berkoff; other credits: 
A Clockwork Orange, Rancid 
Aluminum, Legionnaire, 
Another 9 ’% Weeks, Fair 
Game, Beverly Hills Cop 
Michael Praed; other credits: 
“Dynasty” (TV), “Robin 
Hood” (TV), Darkness Falls, 


Staggered, Son of Darkness: 
To Die For II, Nightflyers 


Festival Screenings 


Brussels Gay and Lesbian 
Film Festival 
Copenhagen Gay and Lesbian 
Film Festival 
Hamburg Lesbian and Gay 
Film Festival 
London Lesbian and Gay Film 
Festival 
Palm Springs International 
Film Festival 
Tokyo International Gay and 
Lesbian Film Festival 
Toronto InsideOut Lesbian 
and Gay Film and Video 
Festival 
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DVD/VHS: 


Distributor: TLA Releasing 
Running Time: 83 minutes 
Language: English 

Street Date: April 20, 2004 
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June 18 - 27 


Celebrating Edmonton’s Centennial & 
Showcasing Edmonton’s GLBT History 


VOLU NTEERS NEEDED 
Don’t miss the chance to be part of it! 


Support your favourite organization! 
E-mail Lance: volunteers@prideedmonton.org 


AD RATES 
FOR THE PRIDE PULLOUT IN VUE MAGAZINE 
NOW AVAILABLE: ads@prideedmonton.org 


NOMINATE 


someone for aPRIDE AWARD! 


awards@prideedmonton.org 


Want a table at the ERBA Business Fair? 
Contact Neil at nchamney@telusplanet.net 
OR Bill at 422-6207 


Calling Queer Artists: ACTS OF PRIDE 
A Queer Evening of Theatre, Dance and Prose 


Pieces must have limited tech and simple set design. 


Deadline for submission is May 15. Contact Troy 
Funk at actsofpride@prideedmonton.org 


NEXT GENERAL MEETING: June 9 @ 7 PM at GLOCE: #45, 9912-406 St 


ZO | 


ZOOM MEDIA 


CHATEAU 
EDMONTON 


Host Hotel wauyeweex.y 


JUNE 18 - 27 


Edmonton’s GLBT History Display 
Edmonton Pioneer Wall of Fame 
(our pioneers past & present) 


FRIDAY, JUNE 18 
2004 Pride Awards 
SATURDAY, JUNE 19 

Pride Parade 


After Parade Beer Gardens 
On Stage Entertainment 
including “San Francisco Cheer” 
Children’s Activities 


ERBA* Business Fair 
*Edmonton Rainbow Business Association 
2004 Unity Dance 
coordinated by Womonspace 


SUNDAY, JUNE 20 


EVM Pride Concert 


THURSDAY, JUNE 24 
Acts of Pride 


A series of short Queer themed 
theatre productions 
interested in bringing a production to stage 
contact actsofpride@prideedmonton.org 


SATURDAY, JUNE 26 


2004 Pride Dance 
at the Polish Hall @ 8 PM 


SUNDAY, JUNE 27 


Edmonton’s Centennial 
Pancake Birthday Brunch 


& Penny Carnival 


SPONSORED BY THE BIG FRESH 
A traditional Alberta style “Pancake Break- 
fast’ at Gay Standard Time! 

This is an event for the whole family! 


AND MANY OTHER EVENTS 
ALL WEEK LONG! 
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Folsom 
Fair North 
Announces 
2004 


The producers of Folsom 
Fair North (FFN) are proud 
to announce that Folsom 
Fair North 2 will take place 
the weekend of Friday, July 
16 through Sunday, July 
Ps,- 2004. ..The: sole 
beneficiary. for 2004 will 
be the AIDS Committee of 
Toronto (ACT). 


Folsom Fair North will take 
place on Sunday, July 18, 
2004 at Yonge and 
Wellesley across from the 
Wellesley Subway Station. 
Leather and fetish lovers 
the world over are once 
again expected to converge 
on Toronto. Folsom Fair 
North 2 will have 
something for everyone — 
exhibitors promoting their 
services and selling their 
wares. The fair will be open 
12 Noon to 10 pm with an 
abundance of exciting 
artists, performers, 


exhrbition?ts ts; 
demonstrations, DJs, live 
bands and entertainment, 
the ever-popular Steam 


Whistle Beer Garden & 
dance area, and an 
entertainment stage full of 
surprises hosted and 
broadcast by PrideVision 
TV, all surrounded by the 
sexiest, kinkiest and most 
entertaining crowd you 
have ever seen. There is a 
$5 suggested donation, no 
one turned away, 19 years 
or older. 


“The Official Opening 
Party of Folsom Fair North 
2” will take place on 
Saturday, July 17, 2004 
from 9pm to 4am and will 
see the return of DJ M. 
Arana (Boston) who 
wowed the crowd during 
the day at last year’s fair. 
The party takes place at 
The Roundhouse at Steam 
Whistle Brewing located 
in the historic railway yards 
just steps away from the 
CN Tower and SkyDome 
in downtown Toronto. 
Constructed in 1929, The 
Roundhouse functioned as 
a steam locomotive repair 
facility. The Roundhouse 
has been designated as a 
National Heritage 
Landmark of Canada. 
Tickets for the Opening 
Party are $30 advance and 
$40 at the door Advance 
tickets are available at 
Priape (Toronto, Montreal 
and Calgary), Bull Dog 


Coffee (Toronto), Gay- 
Mart (Vancouver) and 
Nasty __ Pig/Re:vision 
(NYC). The Opening Party 
will feature a special 
Dungeon/Play Area under 


the’ supervision of 
Toronto’s notorious 
Master R. 


The party weekend doesn’t 
stop when the Fair ends on 
Sunday night. The Closing 
Party of Folsom Fair North 
Weekend will take place at 
Fly from 930pm to 5am on 
Sunday, July 18. Fly is ten 
thousand square feet of 
pure vibe and the home to 
the absolute best parties. 
Fly is the original Babylon 
from television’s Queer As 
Folk. 


For the most up-to-date 
information on Folsom Fair 
North 2, log on to the 
official FFN website, 
www.folsomfaimorth.com. 


The AIDS Committee of 
Toronto (ACT) 

The AIDS Committee of 
Toronto (ACT), is a 
community-based, 
charitable organization 
whose mission is to provide 
support, HIV prevention 
and education services for 
people living with and at 
risk for HIV/AIDS. 
Founded in 1983, ACT 


provides support and 
practical services to men, 
women and youth living 
with HIV/AIDS, and offers 
support to their family, 
friends and partners. 


The Mission Of Folsom 
Fair North 

The mission of Folsom Fair 
North Productions, Ltd. is 
to create world-class events 
for the purpose of providing 
the adult alternative 
lifestyle community fun 
and safe venues for self- 
expression and freedom, 
while raising money to 
benefit Canadian charities. 


Coronation 
2004 


TICKETS 
AVAILABLE AT: 


Pride Video 
10121-124 Street 


Boots & Saddle 
10242-106 Street 


Roost Night Club 
10345-104 Street 


Or get them from 
a court member 
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Business & Service Directory 


ACU MASSAGE THERAPY 
Dwayne Holm, RMT 
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE FOR STRESS 
REDUCTION, RELAXATION AND THE RE- 
LIEF OF MUSCULAR PRIN. 

Phone: 483-3190 


Edmonton 780-413-7122 
Calgary 403-777-9494 


Mags 


Pride Video Bicep 
Interested in placing an order with us? 


Cards Call (877)-452-7743 DVD 
10121-124 St. Edmonton AB, TSN 1P5 


Insurance Brokers 

Trans West 
Insurance Brokers 

Ken Vaughan (F.LI.C.) 


Call 967-2282 
Onoway Branch 


Lube Shipping Charges apply Toys 


Legal 


The Waist ts a terrible thing 
to mind. 


WILLIAM M. FAULKNER 


Barrister & Solicitor 


Wills, Estates, CPP Appeals, Real 
Estate, Criminal 
Phone: 422-6207 Fax: 424-9955 


Ziggy 


Accounting 


Millwoods Accounting Services Ltd 


Health 


Michael James — 
President STD Centre 


Small Business Accounting & Personal Tax 11111 Jasper Ave. Edmonton [General 
3279A Parsons Road Phone: 780-450-1686 Hospital 
mwacc@telusplanet.net 


Call 413-5156 for an appointment. 
Free confidential testing, treatment and 
David Ushko Chartered Accountant counselling of STD’s & HIV 
No Alberta Health Care Card required. 


Serving businesses Providing accounting and 
and individuals tax service and advice 


Personal and corporate Telephone: (780) 425-2350 
tax returns Free initial consultation 


905, 10010 - 106 Street Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3L8 


1 Come worship with us...at Lambda everyone is welcome! 


LAMBDA Christian Community Church 
11148-84 Avenue, Edmonton 
Phone: (780) 887-8611 
Web site: www.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ ahs 12736 - St. Albert Trail 
E-mail: lambdachurch@shaw.ca | Cera 
Commercial Carpet Phone: 454-2727 


Worship Services: Sunday 7 p.m. Residential Carpet Pager: 480-0949 
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Celebrating Edmonton's Centencial & Showcasing aur GLET F 


monton Pride Meek Society p 


: 27 2004 | it's Cruiseline's Wet Underwear Contest! 4 


lhe ae i to be gay Put on your best tighty-whities and enter to win great prizes! 


For more into visit ww arideedmontan.org / anal inte » Open - HTZSS desper dave, 790.488 66356, 


Crusatine ix a division of Pink Triangle Press, 2 gay-opersted nod for profit company. For mare information shout Crutsaline, call oar helpful 24-hoar Castomer Service at }A7F-882-2008, 


Limes. 1VU IVlagazine SI 


eo a rca etic " = 


AN EVENING OF FINE DINING, MUSIC, ART & PURPOSE. 


LOCAL ARTISTS HAVE UNITED TO CREATE WORKS OF ART 
WHICH WILL BE OFFERED THROUGH A SILENT AUCTION. 


art 


a celebration of life 


SATURDAY JUNE 5, 2004 
HOTEL MAC]DONALD, EMPIRE BALLROOM 


DOORS OPEN AT 6:00 pm 
DINNER AT 7:30 pm 
"TICKETS $150.00 ea. 


PROCEEDS FROM THIS FORMAL DRESS BENEFIT WILL SUPPORT 
THE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES OF H[TY EDMONTON. 
FOR TICKETS contact PAULA af 780.488.5742 


HI’ VUE 
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